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SERIOUS and EARNEST 
. 
5 


Humiliation, &C. 


Ko HEN this Nation was for- 
IS <=] merly involv'd in a moſt. 

! dangerous War againſt the 
9 Ba Spaniards, under the Wiſe and 

Religious Adminiſtration of 
Queen Elizabeth; and ſhe had, by the Bleſ- 
ſing of God upon her Arms, totally defeated 
that Armado, which the Spamards had in 
their Boaſts term'd, invincible: Not only 


1. 


the Spaniards themſelves, but alſo the reſt 


of our neighbouring Nations, who envy'd 
that illuſtrious Queen the Glory of that 
Defeat, were ready to aſcribe her Succeſs to 
the Winds and * to the Waves, 

and 


— 


K I 


and to the Rocks, rather e 
viſe Conduct, or to the Courage of her 
Army: At which that good Queen was ſo 
far from being diſpleas d, Tides on the Medal 
| ſhe caus d to be ſtruck on that Occaſion, 
ſhe, who knew the Latin Tongue perfectly 4. 
well, order'd this Inſcription upon it, A, 


flavit Deus, & diſſipantur ; He blew with 


his Wind, and their Fleet was 2 
and defeated, 


She knew 1 tho' both Fleets and Ar- 
mies muſt be prepar'd for the Battle, yet 
that Safety and Victory was from the Lord“. 
And doubtleſs the Succeſs, both of chat 
victorious Queen, as well as thoſe of our 
late gracious Queen Anne againſt the Spa- 
miarũt, and the reſt of our Enemies, ma 


as juſtly be imputed to the Bleſſing of God 2 


upon their exemplary Piety, and Shining 
Virtues, as to the Conduct and Valour of : 
their Generals and Armies, 


For Almighty God is as much now, as 
he was under the Law, the Lord of Hoſts; 
and his Providence does as much, now, as it 
did then, over- rule all Human Affairs: For 
I, as we are aſſur d, the Hairs of our Head 


are 
©. Proverbs xxxi. N. 


<7 
- 


1 ; 
etre all number d; and not ſo much as 4 
' Sparrow falls to the Ground without the 
Divine Fore-knowledge and Permiſſion * : If 
Providence intereſts and mingles itſelf with 
the moſt minute Concerns of human Life, 
much more, may we ſuppoſe, does it 
fide over States and Kingdoms, Fleets and 
Armies: He, who at firſt made the World 
and all Things contain d therein, does till 
-- continue to govern them; He upholds, by 
his wiſe Providence, what firſt he made by 


All Things that are in Heaven and Earth 
* are under the Power and Direction of Al- 
mighty God; before whoſe Omnipotency 
all Difficulties vaniſh and diſappear: Pro- 
motion cometh neither from the Eaft, nor 
"from the Weſt, nor from any other Quarter © 
but it is God wwho putteth down one, and ſet- 
teth up another > The Hearts of Kings, and 
of all the Sons of Men, are under his Rule 
and Governance; and he turns them all 
| juſt as he fees fit, in order to bring about 
the wiſe Ends of his Providence. | 


| He can, by Methods unſearchable 
by any human Penetration, fo influ- 
| SIE. nee 


Þ Luke xii. 6, 7. © Pſalms luv. 6, 7. 
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ence the Sounſels of Princes, as to incline 
them to enter into. {ſuch beneficial. Alliances 
with that People whom he favours, as may 
be an effectual Means to ſupport 


t and defend 


them againſt all ſuch of their Enemies, as 


may annoy or attack them. On the other 


band, be can at any Time, when he 


pleaſes, and as he pleaſes, alienate the Hearts 


of their neighbouring Nations againſt a fin- 


fal People: Or he can infatuate their Coun- 
ſels, and make thoſe Methods, which they 


took for their Security, prove the Means of 
their Ruin and Overthrow: He forms 


whatever, Impreſſions he pleaſes in the 


Minde of Men; and always inſpires them 


with ſuch eee as he judges moſt pro- 
Por to: carry” on, and affect his own Deſigns. 


Aan is. God char mocha in Nen 
to will, fo it is the fame God that i 


ers them to put in Execution what they 


have wilbd : For all the Powers of Nature 


1 ate under his Controul and Direction; the 


Wiadls and the Seas, Fire and Hail, S 


and Vapours abey bis Voice *; and are, as of- 


| —— cud 


ten as he pleaſes, the Inſtruments and the 
Pleaſure; either ta 

rn * W the Ward of his 
Power, 


3 e Balm cali 6; | 


"PFJ 
Noiſe of bis Waves, and the Madneſs of the 
People*® k L447 LT: 1200 1-4 ) 


bi . Lots | 
And now what is it that this all-power- 
fal Gov r of the World, whom all 
Things both in Heaven and Earth obey,can- 
not do? What is it that this Almighty Be- 
ing, who has all created Means thus under 
his Direction, cannot effect, even without 
ſtepping aſide out of the common Road of 
his Providence? As the Rain is ſhower'd 
down at his Command, which makes the 
Earth - fruitful: As the Beams of the Sun 
ſhine, or withdraw their Light and Warmth | 
by his Appointment: In a Word, as all the 
Powers of Nature wait his Comma 
and are always ready to execute his Plea- 
ſute, it muſt be in the Power of God, even 
in the ordinary Courſe of his Providence; 
to exalt or debaſe; and to make any Peo- 
ple or Nation honourable'or deſpis d. 
From this Perſwaſion, deeply rooted in 
their Minds, all Men, by the Light of Na- 
ture, have been induc'd to addreſs to Hea- 
ven under all Difficulties and Diſtreſſes, for 
Pirection and Aſſiſtance; this the *Hea- 


161 e 


thens an Idolators did to their falls Gods; | 
das well as Jews and Chriſtians to the true 
one: And when the ordinary Methods of | 
Providence have not been ſufficient for-their 
Reſcue and Deliverance, God has miracu- | 
| louſly interpos d to reſcue and deliver reli- 


_ . gious. or repenting States and Kingdoms: 


For the Truth of this we wer appeal to 
the Heathen Ninevites, as well as to the 
Tranſactions of God with bis Choſen Peo- 
ple: We may appe arg all Hiſtories ſacred 
and prophane, which every where abound 
with he m_ of this kind. 
* we may appeal, as the Son of Sirach 
does, to the Experience of all Ages > Look 

at the Generations of old, and ſee, Did ever 
any truſt in the Lord, and was confounded? 
Or did any abide in bis Fear, and was for- 
alen? Or whom. did be ever pie that 
poi fun bin n 


c If the Caſe were not fo, if God did not | 
_ - in an extraordinary Manner grant his Sup- 

port and Relief to ſuch as humbly. ſu'd for 
them, how groundleſs and — rt 
would it be to make ſuch ſolemn Addreſſes 
to him? To what Purpoſe ſhould the Ma- 


=P: e . to 3 
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Ide Storms t, were it not to ceaſe till it had 


ſpent itſelf? To what Purpoſe ſhould Peo- 
ple beg God's Direction and Aſſiſtance in 
all important and arduous Aſſairs, if he 
were an unconcern'd Spectator? In a word, 
how unreaſonable would be the Practice, 
not only of our Church, but even of the 
Church of God in all Ages, in requiring us, 
under all Difficulties and Diſtreſſes, to ad- 
dreſs to God; and moreover in appointing 
ſet Forms of Prayer, to ſupplicate Almighty. 
God in Dearth and Famine, Wars and Tu- 
mults, if no Relief could reaſonably be ex- 
pected from thence? 


2 Certainly ſuch Priyes and Indies 
would not only be ineffectual, but unrea- 
fonable, did not God by a Superintendency 
and Direction of all tempotal Affairs, ren- 
der the Iſſues of them ſerviceable to tho 
Aid and Relief of thoſe who begg'd his 
Aſſiſtance; or if we might not juſtly ex- 
pect that from our Prayers and Humilia- 
tions, which we could not obtain from any 

human Means. 


7 


Since er it is not in Man that wallet | 
to direct 115 on * b, ſince the Provi- 


dence 


— Topo i. 3. 2M Proverbs xvi. 9. 
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Ante; &f God influences and directs the 
mat minute Occutrences of human Life, 
| as Well as the momentous Affairs of States 
and Kipgdoms; and the deepeſt Secrets 
and the moſt hidden Councils. of the moſt. 
politic Princes, are open and naked to his 
+, Views For his Eyes are in every. Place be- 
4 holding the Hui 5 80 like- 
+> wiſe we may be aſſur d that he is not an 
6 unconcern d Spectator att what isdone by 
the Inhabitants of the but over- 
rults all ſecond Cauſes; and deth Whatſo- 
ever pleaſeth bim In, Earth, as well as in 
| the Regions above; intetpoſes in the moſt 
caceaaſual Events, and ordets and appoints even 
8 ke moſt common Chunges of 20 Dis; nd a 
ds moreober of thatfinfiniie and uncontrdul- 
EE: able Majeſty, r 
greateſt human Power, as well as of that in- 
maculate Juſtice, as / not to be brib d. by the 
, greateſt Preſents or Offerings, ſo much aas 
even to e in the e e 8 


„ Tbir put un me in Mind of a Schi ng. of 5 

Dr. Lege, then a Soldier in ——— of 

King Charles I. afterwards Biſhop of the 
= Orede;- who beipgaſk d, at a Time when 
be; e bad * * and Parlia- 
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en bent to engage, what his Opi- 
nion 1 of the Succeſs of the Day, made 


anſwer; That if Almighty Gad would fand 


Meuter, and ſuffer the Battle to be deter- 
min d by tbe Arm of Fleſh, be did not in the 


keaft doubt, but that the King's Army would 

prevail; but that he was very apprehenſive; - 
that God was angry with the Nation, and 
for the : Puniſhment of the Sins of the 
Land, would ſuffer the rebellious Army to 
prevail; in which he Prov' d a true Prophet. 


And alas! I Gar we: have but too juſt 
Reaſon, to be apprehenſive, that the Sins of 
this Nation are now neither fewer in Num- 
ber, nor leſs heinous in their Nature, than 
they were at that Time, and conſet uently 
may prevent the Interpoſition of God's Pro- 
| vidence 1 1n-our Favour... | 


| For. the God's Ways are nof as our . ays, 

- mori bis Thoughts as our Thoughts *; the his 
Le are unſearchable, py bis Wa 75 
a ng out; and our Gueſſes con- 
oerning Providential Occurrences here be- 
low, are for the moſt Part fooliſh and un- 
certain: Vet thus far in general we may 
venture to e has all temporal Judg- 
| ments 


Maia lv. 8. d Romans xi. 333 
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1 e 
ments are the Expreſſions of God's An ger | 
againſt Sin: For as it was Sin which firſt 
brought Afflictions, Miſery and Death upon 
Mankind; ſo when we ceaſe to fin, which 
we cannot hope to do till we arrive at Hea- 


ven, we ſhall alſo ceaſe to be Ts and, and 
"_—_ from all — 


As therefore, tho we cannot conclude - 
- hat the greateſt Sufferers are the greateſt 


Sinners, becauſe this Life is only a State of 


Trial, not of Retribution, yet we may 
ſaſely affirm, that all our Sufferings, tho 
ſent upon us with the kindeſt Intention, 
whether for the Trial of our Faith, the Ex- 
erciſe of our Patience, or the Cure of Some- 


thing that is amiſs in us, would yet not be 


inflicted, were we altogether free from Sin, 
and Proof againſt all a to com- 


| mit = 


fad; 28 5 1 is a certain 4 wich re- 


by ſpe to every individual Perſon, ſo it is more 


eſpecially ſo with reſpect to whole Socie- | 
ties of Men, Nations and Kingdoms. This 
Life indeed is the only proper Stage for 

the Correction and Puniſhment of National 
Sins; for hereafter all Nations ſhall ſtand 
undiſtinguiſh d before God's Tribunal; they 
ſhall not then be rank'd N to their 


. wy Enn. 


4111 | 
Countries; all that then ſhall be do will 
be to ſeperate the Sheep from the Gvats; 

the Righteous from the Wicked; and, as 
of every Nation, they that have fear 'I'Gyd 

and wiought Righteouſneſs, ſhall be accepte 

and rewarded ©; ſo on the other Side, al 

the Wicked, of whatſoever Nation, ſhall be 
turm d into Hell; and their Plea, of being 
of the ſame Country with our Saviour him- 
ſelf}, will ſtand them in no ſtead, but he will 
ſay unto them in that Day, I know you not; 
depart from me all ye Workers of Intquity *. 


Novy ſince it is a certain Truth, founded 
on the Juſtice of God, that no Iniquity 
unrepented of ſhall finally go unpuniſh'd; 
and fince the next Life is not the proper 
Place for the Correction and Puniſhment of 
National Sins, we may be afſur'd, when 
the National Sins of any People are ripe 
for judgment, that the Vengeance of God 
will overtake them in this preſent World. 


And ſince it is ſo, may not we of this 
ſinful Land juſtly fear that, unleſs we ſpee- 
dily repent, God will call us to a ſevere Rec- 
Kkoning, and viſit our Iniquities upon us: 
For did Vice ever reign in any Nation with 
| ER. ** 1 & 


a 
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9 A. more unteſtinic d Licence, than it does 
now, or ttiumph more barefacedly than it 


does among us at this Day? Are we not all 
Ear: Witneſſes of that prophane Curſing 
and Swearing, which, without any Regard 


to the Sacred Name af; God, are —— 


vented in our Streets, both by Men and 
Women, Little and Great; even Children, 
before they know their right Hands from 
their left, to the unpardonable Guilt of 
their Parents and Guardians, as well as to 


the great Grief and Scandal of all ſerious 


and good Chriſtians, are ſuffer'd to take the 


tremenibus Name of - Ged in vain, and with 


an unaccountable Audaciouſnefs to > Jie 


his Sacred be 


\ Naik there i is .noviiing which Sh 
betrays the Want of a up Fear of God, 
and a- juſt Reverence to his awful Majeſty, 


= — Curſing and Swearing in com- 
mon Converſation, nor any Sin that is at- 
tended with more aggravating Circum- 


ſtances, it being a Crime, to the Commiſſion 


of which; neither Pleaſure, Honour, nor 


Profit, which are the general Incitements 


:to ather:Vices, can tempt us; fo there is no 


Sin which Natural Reaſon, as well as Re- 
velation, does ſo. ſtrongly Pcad againſt and 


Prohibit, „ e 
* Natural 


. 

Natural Reaſon, if attended to, and diſ- 
courſing upon its own Principles, abſtract- 
ing from what is reveal d, will inform us, 
that the Almighty God, who both made 
and governs us, and the whole World, 
ought to be treated by all his Creatures 
with the utmoſt: Reverence and Fear; and 
conſequently, that the Prophanation of his 


Sacred Name, at any Time, much more 


the cuſtomary doing of it, muſt be moſt 
highly provoking: And if this Practice is 
condemn d by Natural Reaſon, much more 
is it by Revelation, both in the Old and 
New. Teſtament; both by the Law of 
Moſes and the Goſpel of Chriſt; and there- 
fore, if it is not more diſcountenanc'd, than 

of late Years it has been, we have great 
Reaſon to fear, that it will bring down, 
and that ſpeedily, the heavy Judgments of 
God, both upon this Church and Nation, 


. Eſpecially when we ſeriouſly reflect that 
it is accompany'd with many other Crying 
Sins of a like heinous Nature ; ſuch as 
Drunkenneſs and Whoredoms, Luxury and 
Adultery, Bribery and Corruption, which 
are {o far from being duly diſcountenanc'd, 
that there are not wanting many, who 
not only openly commit, but even bare - 
facedly plead for the Lawfulneſs of them. 


11 


Again, 1. not the Sabbath, which Got 


| bach ſet apart for his Solemn Worſhip, and 
commanded us to ſanctify and religiouſly - 


to obſerve to his Honour, ſo far from being 
treated according to God $ Inſtitution and 
Appointment, that tis deſecrated to that 
high Degree, that more Wickedneſs and 
greater Immoralities are committed on 
that Day than upon any other Day, nay, 

than upon all the other ſix Days of the 

Weck. By thus prophaning the Lord's 


Day, God's Public Worſhip is now grown 


ſo much out of Faſhion amongft all Ranks 
and Denominations of Men, but eſpecially 
among thoſe who call themſelves Members 


of the Church of England, that our Chur- 


SChbes, and all the Places of our Public Wor- 
hip ate almoſt quite empty; not one in 
tend of thoſe, 85 are of Age to do it, hy 


T 


| tending the Service of God. The Fools 8 


of God” being thus deſerted, as a natural 
CO from thence; we find, in Con- 
to ill Laws Ecelefiaſtical and Civil, 


ont 15 and Public Houſes more throng'd 8 
than our Churches: And as all the little 
Nurſeries of Drunkennefs, Lewdneſs, and 
Debauchery ſtand wide open every Lord's 


, without any Controul, to receive all 


that will enter; ſo by theſe Means it comes 


0 40 _—_ that all Sorts of People, even the 


Day 


183 


Day Cats, inſtead of repairing to "i 
Church, to beg a Bleſſing upon their Induſ- 
try and the Work of their Hands, without - 
which all their Labours will nothing avail 

them, reſort publicly, even during the Time 


of Divine Service, to thoſe Seminaries of 
Idleneſs and Irreligion, and there profuſely 


ſpend what by hard Labour they had the 


Week before earn'd, to the utter ruin of 
themſelves and their poor F amilies. 


' Nay, not only Idleneſs, Drankeazefl, 
Whoredoms, and ſuch like ſcandalous: Sins 
and Enormities are practis d on that Sacred 
Day, but even Cards and Dice, and all Sorts 
of Gaming, are now become faſhionable 
Sunday Entertainments; a Practice for 
which we juſtly blame and accuſe the 


Church of Rome; and yet thoſe, who 


would ſeem moſt ayerſe to Popery, are moſt 
remarkable for that infamous Practice. 


fo! In ſhort, all Religion and gericuſneſß, ; 


all reyerential Awe and Regard for the Ho- 
. nour of God, are almoſt quite periſh'd from 
amongſt us; Men are embolden'd to com- 
mit all Impieties openly and daringly; the 
Cenſures of- the Church are ſcorn d and de- 
ſpis' d 3 and her Excommunication, ſo ter- 
rible in the Days of the * and Pri- 
9 mitive 


Wet! 


mitive Chriſtians, is now. iſo far:from being q 
dreaded, that Men voluntarily inflict ĩt upon 
themſelves, by abſenting from the Congrega+ 
tion of the faithful during en, cod 
mine, WT Fs fe BA 


© And this univerſal Corruption i in Man- 

. ners-is accempany d, as it generally is, with 

almoſt as univerſal an Apoſtacy in Faith and 

Belief; for When once Men are become 

Free-Livers, they ſoon commence Free- 

Thinkers. The Creed, and the Command- 

. ments have a mutual Dependance. on each 

other; and when the Lives of Men are 

«ence become ſo immoral, as to make them 

wich that there was no God, they are ſoom 

brought, with the Fool in the Palms, ©... 

ay, thut there is none ©. When once they 

HBuaßitually diſhonour God by their immoral 

Lies and Converſations, they are _ 

| brought to blaſpheme him by their Words; 

when they find their Actions repugnant to 

his Laws, then they deolare themſelves, 

without any Reſerve, on the Side of Inſi- 

8 — and nd wear ll Rojo as rie 
nd Prieſtcraft. - 


, "Hewes iv become common Thing | 
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and glorying therein as in their greateſt 
_ Accampliſkments; nay; to that high Pitch 
of Wi are many, in theſe Days of 


Liberty and Ligentiouſneſs, atrivd, that. 
they e not content, with the Artans and 
Sociniens, to ſtrip our Lord of his Divinity, 


but probeed to condemn our Holy Religion 
as falſe and fabulous, and arraign the Bleſſed 


can hope for Salvation, as an Impoſter; this 
is every Day done, not only by the profeſs d 


Author. of it. by whoſe Name alone we 


At us; for top many to employ all 
3 they are Maſters of in derid- 
ing the moſt Serious and Sacred Things. 


Atheiſts, but alſo by the Deiſts and Free- 


Thinkers, ho never abounded fo much in 


any Chriſtian Nation, as they do at preſent 
amongſt us: And tho they are expreigly ex- 


_ cepted out of the 4 of Indulgence, yet 
they do not only ſhelter themſelves under 


that Act, amd enjoy without any legal Pro- 
ſeaution their Opinions,  tho' inconſiſtent 


with it, but not content therewith, many 


here ate o become Factors ſor the Devi, 
Irecligion and Immom- 


key, going done ſecking whom they 


may den 


wur; :imploying the Wit and Parts, which 
God has given them, to win over their Fel- 


law -OCuestutes into an Apoſtacy and Rebel- 


hon againſt him, 8 Men to, and 


plead- 


"T1 


Ang Fae Bin and Irreligion ; and Where As.” 
. — fail, la Farad Aeg upon 
' »all Things ſerious and ſacred. 1 ra} 00 


* 


nn ys pony 
Nor do bey do eee nd 0 
whiſper it in Corners, but openly upon the 
Theatre of- the World, and in moſt Places 
af public Reſort; and tis but too apparent, 
that many think, whether they are miſtaken 
or not, I ſhall not take upon me to deter- 
mine, that they ſhall. thereby * 
themſelves to be 33 op I prefe fer d by 
Some in Power. | Wia 


1 | 
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1 55 ſorely, thoſe who promote any fir 
Hake Atheiſtical and Irreligious Principles 
and Practices, do as little conſult the true 

Iateteſt of their Prince and Nation, as 

| thoſe, who are by ſuch Means adrancd, do 
the Intereſt of their Souls. For Atheiſm 

muſt unavoidably root up the very Foun- 

dations of all Government, whilſt it ſets 
Men at Liberty from all the Ties of Con- 

ſcience, cancels all the Obli of 

Oaths, and:-whatever can be devis d for the 

. Security of the State, makes Rehellion as 

_ juſtifiable as Loyalty; and what is more to 
be dreaded than any thing beſides, brings 
| _ d r N 6 n 
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de al dg and. ae that. 


openly encQurage, it. 570 = 
-  Inſhort, ſo flagrant ace cur Ima alle, 
great is the Contempt ot. Almighty, 


God, and all Religion, and ſo univerſal 1s, 
the, Apoſtacy ; amongſt us, both in F aith. 
and Practice, that I verily. believe it. is not 
to be parallel d i in wy Chriſtian Nation 


1 N * 


n IG 

we are now DW at that TEE 
3 of. Folly and. Madneſs, that we. 4 
not only make a Jeſt of the Commiſſion." 
of ſome of the rhoſt enormous Vices, and 
repreſent the Practice of them as barmleſs 
and.inoffen five, but even eſteem. the Liberty. 
do commit them with Impunity, as a Thing 
| highly: deſirable and , advantageous. This, 
appears moſt evident ftom i 
clarations of ſome of: thoſe, who this. laſt 
Summer were imploy d in beating up for 
Recruits, who made Proclamation at the. 
Standard; That all uch. as ſhould inliſt 
themſelves, would be from thenceforth i im. 

. to drinł and aubure, and commit t 
ſuch lewd and immoral Actions with: 
Impunity. This, I am aſſur d from good 
en 1 Fable 1 1 at the 


* — 
74 My £* "I " Fg * 2 Ir 2 5 f „ 
1 


3 
2 


Whether tis Soft 


— 2 
_— ir Men Ram; ee v 
.- preſume at other Phices al. 80 


Now what Saccrfs — from 
| the Ariti of ſuch" prefef8d Libertines If * 
God. defeated the' Armies of Muel for one 
Hicke Athunt *, hat Succeſs can be eg 
1 dimolt an Artiy of Aebun. 
' Tedeed fo very great and its "Is our 

Impiety and Wickedneſs. that even Fo- 

3 Ls . Time have welt 
Haan it without n et 


2 An n 
A 4 


| wy Ee Lat ee 
geen Diemer, "who Was well known e 
Rute been na in Religion: This Gen. 
_ theihkn, wem de put ' His Son 6& Sc 
: amongſt us, told. the "Matter, to whoſe C 
hie comthitteck hit; that he did not kh 
e eee 
bim 3 bat 
becathe'of his Proficiency in SchookLearn- 
inp, te | Hove all Things, rhat he 
to make Hitt! = good! | 


woutendeayo op 
Chbtiſtian . vhicht the General ſald, he 
— ln what Sik almoſt deen neg 

lected in" England, but efpecially anon 
Great and Rich of our Nation. * 
Joh vii. 20. 


A | 
0 * 


| 41 | 
7 A yet ifiieiher Proof how mach-wo fuld 


ſhort in our Religions Deportment of other 


Countries, may appear from the'follo 
Inftance: — — — 


| Feit a Fleet into the Balhial, for the AMR- 5 


ance and Protedtion of our then good Ally; 


— 9 ＋ — — 1 
engaging Enemy, a t. fo myc 
Devotion could p from nothing, but 
e mee wund But when 


e 10 00 Gel 
Fo our Flects have wo phi to rather leſs, 
| Religion among them, chan what is to da 
met with at Land.” "None of our Mer- 
chant · men, not even tlioſo who fail to 
805 whoſe Com — of Men is 


public Devotion, imagin' d that the 


vat 


— — 


, 


daoſbe 


tan 


- 


thiiſiderable, have! Seeg 
Au che the Gorernment — pay 
_ foria; Chaplain: to cvHery Man of War, yet 
many of them never attend their Charge; 
e Captains, in Conſideration of à Share 
+. their; Pay, conniting at their Abſence 
their Ships, and look upon oy 100 


28 ne me wth Bec 
K 26:9! 39% 

* a chom, Highia Low, Rich 8 Poor: 
\ he Inhabitants at: Sea, as well as the Inha-; 
kitants: on Lando are io univetſally corrupt- 
ede and: ſa ſtupidly: blind, with Regard to 
dee Matters; that even the oe way firſt 
* cds # a "nd e 


orfſe: than all this; ; there: 
many whoendeavour tomaketherhſelyes, 
mppean mot wicked than 
and un orden ta; conciliate. the Efteem oß 
thicdnarked Age. feign themſelves guilty. of 
ſuch Crimes as ec 3 
| Afhother there are who, tho; they ſecretly. 
prafiiſei-fome Chriſtian Duties, yet dread; 


ud What is 


bothing moren than o e Ain ts 


aQval Fxerciſen ef them; and are more 
ma Kpees in. 
Depot they won — 


| iwf; awobveres! e irt n 1 
100 led 2 Vrin 25 — 1111 


call ares 


r 


; 1 


nm ht in the Perpetration of an Act. of 
Tan ch is 1a degenerate, ſo abject, 
1 infamous a State of Mind, that we ſhould 
ſearce think human Nature; capable of it, 
* we uy meet with nenen it. 


Vo te: 


1 . it will be bere fd, chat we are 
not more wicked than our Fore-fathers 
have been; I could heartily wiſh, that what 
ſuch Perſons affirm were really true; but 
certain it is that the Caſe is quite ther- 
ways, and does plainly appear to be ſo to 
A 3 goo People, , ho hee 

geare le of forming a true 
in this Matter; for tho ſome of the Gies 
here alledg d may not be altogether new, 
yet they are now attended with many new 
and moſt aggravating Circumſtances, and 
ſuch as were never known in the Days be- 
fave us, eſpecially ſince the Reformation. 

This in former Times there may ” It 
ang] Men who have kept their Michele 
* did it covertly, ſought out By- 
or them; or, if they did not that, 
—_ endeavour'd to make the World be- 
lieve them to be their marry d. Wives, and 


not their kept Miſtreſſes; But now no ſuch 


| Modeſty: appears in the Conduct of theſe 
| Men; they do it openly in the Face of 
the Sun; nne are under e 


1 N LY lemn $4 


LS 
"Jenin Vow of Marriage, openly forlake 
their own Wives, and live publickly in Adul- 
tery with other Women; nay, often with 
other Men's Wives, regardleſs both of their 
folemn Vows, as well as of the great Scan- 
dal give to every ſerious Chriſtian, 
And | is quite new, und never before 
in this Nation, till of late Years, 
and which in the End mult prove the 
greateſt Encoura to this enormous 
Practice, 3 is this; That both Men and Wo- 
men, Who are themſelves ſeemingly regular 
in their own Conduct, are not aſham'd to 
viſit and receive Viſits from Perſons who 
live in fo infamous a Manner: Thus the 
moſt ſeandalons Crimes and 
inſtead of being branded with Infamy, are, 
in this degenerate Age, grown into Faſhion 
and Reputation, and Chriftian Virtues are 
become Singularities; ſo that thereby many 
modeſt and "aſhfal Minds are hurry'd into 
the Commiſſion of Sin, even contrary to 
their Inclinations, for Fear that they might 
n uncivil, andto want mo— 
” and faſhionable Breeding. When Vice 
Vs onee thus become cuſtomary, and the 
Commiſſion of it in ſo far from bringing — 
Diſpars that it has the Vogue and 
probation of the World to recommend 
it it, muſt render it almoſt fatal and = 
| 3 


13 


neceſſary, and we daily ſee that, not only the 
PLD and Unwary are hereby tempted to 
make 1. 15 of their Innocency, hut 
even Perſons of more rais d Underſtandings, 
and confirm d Virtue, have been carry d a way 
with this eee! and, for fear of being 
accounted, {i ſingular, even contrary to their 
Judgments. and Conſcience, have fallew'd a 
bs 1 85 wanting Courage ſuf. 
ficient to bac chem t to bear up againſt 
the prevpali og Caſtoms of a wicked World. 


But t. to -oceed : Bribery and Corruption, 
bays. e wok formerly a 
5 as now; but neyer was there found, 

in which we live, any who en- 
8 dang 142 proye them to os not Ld 

N even expedient an ay. 
Playing at 2 has been 123% 0 al 
Ages 78 4 Diverſion; but never till of late 


7 1 1 5 to x Wes ma the whole Time 


f pay, Women; to 
— both aden and rn of ſeveral 


Families, of ſo much of their Time as now 


it does, carce leaving them any, either for 

on be of = e Duties of 
ir Families of Callings, 1 — 2 5 

and unneceſ/ar r 

Piety and Devotion. "There have been in 

alete Perlons,. TP. by Reaſon of vic 

ans 


” WEE POT 


Kloth, Indolence and Im have 100 
frequently omitted their (oe rag bu 
till theſe our Days of Liberty and Licen- 
_ tiouſneſs, none have ever undertaken to de- 
fend it as lawful and commendable fo to do; 
and openly declare, that the . t | 
blic or te Prayer is on * 
aldi wacher Profit nor Pleature; Far 
therefore now it is become an univerſal Prac- 
. tice for Perſons of all Ranks, but eſpecially 
the Rich and Great, to begin their Journeys 
and Travels on Sundays, rather than on any 
other Day: : And w formerly, "nay 
even within theſe few Years, it was a laud- 
able N for moſt Noblemen, and 
others ient Abilities, to Chap- 
lains in their Families, for the 124 lar 
mw Kee Performance of Family-Pray- 
ey Are now, as I am inform'd, almoſt 
ns "diſcarded as unfaſhionable; and, 


together Sch hk the great and neceſſary | 


Duties of fa Bare as well as 1 5 
* Meals. i | 


The N of the Cher b has Pes 
u Matter of Complaint ever ſince the 
Reformation ; but never was their Emplo 
ment decry d, as uſeleſs, by any rhe age 
- Free-Thinkers and F ree-Livers of this in- 

I Age, who, haying rejected all Di- 
vine 


— 


\ 


God and Religion. 
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ER: dine Revelation, do in Conſequence there- 


of, opent declare the whole Prieſthood 
uſele hene both the private and pub- 


lic Worſhip of God; and never apprœach 
che Holy Altar unleſs it be to prophane it. 


And this puts me in Mind of another 


great Enormity peculiar to the Age in 
| Shich we live, which is 3 the 


Preparation neceſſary for the due receiving 
the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's 8 8 ; 


- That this Holy Sacrament may heretofore 


haye been 'receiv'd by too many without 
a due Preparation, will not be deny'd : But 
never till of late was it aſſerted, that very 
little more Preparation was requir'd to re- 
ceive it, than, to partake of a common 


Meal: Foraſmuch as that every one, who 


is a Moral Liver; and, at the ſame Time 
that he receives the Bread and Wine, calls 
to Mind our Saviour and his Suffering; 


tho he neither exerciſes the Graces of Re- 
pentance and Faith, Love and Devotion, 


does receive that Holy Sacrament aright, 
and in a Manner agreeable to our bleſſed 


Lord's Inſtitution and Appointment, which 


in ſhort is making it the ſame with the 


. Commemoration of any pious Saint, who 


has ſuffer'd Martyrdom for the Sake of 
1 


2 


1 E . many N. ""totlanees 10 

| He th genral Dec of Virtye and Re- 

ligion, and alſo of all Order and ples 
and make it appear, that ſuch irregular 

Practices are not only encourag'd and pro- 

moted 2 h Regan who have 1 5 re- 

nounc d ad to Piety and zodfieſs, 
but even by 12 who Lata oats 
' the World, nay, 1 am fo Charitabl Ni as 
think, that they are perſuaded themſelv is, 
that they are promoting the Intereſt 
Virtue and Religion : Yet how can theſe theſe 
bring themſelves to belicye, as by 
their. Conduct it appeats they do, t at th 
are the mioſt zealous Diſci ples ol Chri 
when 4 is viſible to all Bac know an 
| thing Scripture, Antiqu ity, or : or Ekel 
5 offi J. Hiltry that they are de bg rente 
I the js olical Rules and Con N Futons 
of th Catholic Church, in all the pu Pureſt N Ae. 
of Chriſtianity? How abſiird is it for hots 
Men to affect to be cltecin'd the trueſt Diſ- 

__ ciples of Chrift, when, at the ſame Time 
they trample under Foot all "the regular 
Diſcipline of the Chriſtian Church, eſpe- 

cially of that Apoſtolical Branch of it, the 

8 Church of England, to whoſe Articles, Ca- 

,* © Tons, and Rubricks, they have ſubſctib'd 

and declar'd their 0 Aſſent and 
- Conſent? ? 


1 


129) | 
In a Word, how groondtefs muſt the 
Claim of t Men be to a greater Portion 
than ordinary of God's Spirit, whilſt they 
viſibly act co to his expreſs Declara- 
tions in the Holy Scriptures, where he de- 
clares himfelf to be a God 45 915 Noun 
nor of Cunfiſſem, requiring that all Thin 
ſhouſd be done. derently and in order; a 
undet the Penalty of Damnation, injoins 
Obedience to all our Governors, both Spiri- 
tual and Temporal, il. 


But beſides theſe ſeemirigly pious Diſtur- 
bers of the Peace of our Jrael, there has 
ariſen up amongſt us a Man, who, cho by 
* is Conduct, both in Words and Actions, 

be a to have no great Tenderneſs of 
Conſcience, : yet claims the Benefit of the 
Act of Indulgence, to tender Conſciences; 
pretending to ſuch Scruples as oblige him 
to ſeparate from the eftablifh'd Church; 
yet at the fame Time, as 1 am inform'd, 

not joyning in Communion with any one 
Sect or Profeffion of Men in the Chriſtian 
World; dut turning the Solemnity of 
God's Worthip, to . great Scandal and 
Concern of all the ſerious Chriſtians, into 
meer Jargon and Buffodnery; and chaſing 
much Subjects to treat upon, and 3 

them in ſuch a ludicrous Manner, as wou 
8 become 


many w 
A2 at; but, as it is generally faid, incourage 


FD { 394 
become a Mountebank on: his $:age, mach 
better than what be pretends himſelf to be, 
Miniſter of. Chrift: And as the Act of 
** gence was never deſign'd to tolerate 
uch 2 irregular Conduct, fo I would wil- 
\lipgly hope, that if the Legiſlature were 
properly apply'd to by thoſe, to whoſe Care 
the Preſeryation of Order and Diſcipline is 
committed, a Method might be found out 


10 hinder ſuch Men from being ſhelter d 


under the Act. of Indul nce, — Prac- 
tice is ſo utterly r ent 1 its n | 


a Falte 


Were 1 not Afraid to tire the Paiience of 


- my Reader, I could mention many more 


irregular, not to ſay, i impious Practices, and 
ſuch as no other C n Nation, eſpeci- 
ally. of the Reform'd ld, nor our 


own, till of late Tears, ever tolerated, much 


leſs incourag d; one more 1 cannot help | 
Ee. ag, Which is this; that there are 


0 now-a-days not only connive 


their Wives to commit Adultery, expecting 


to obtain thereby a treble Advantage; viz. 


a Verdict in the Temporal Courts for con- 


| fiderable Damages; a Divorce in the Spiri- 
' Titual Courts, and a Licence, either granted, i 


or taken, to marry again: Nay, it is no 


uncom- 


LY * * 
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uncommon Thing, to ſce the guilty Party 
y marry again, without ever being call'd 

n to do any Penance for her abomina- 2 
b Adulteries. | 


Ina Word, eh api ad we i 
be deny d, chat one of the moſt ſucceſsful 
Ways to Riches and Advancement in this 
lewd Age, Is to caſt of all Reſtraints of 
| Conſcience; and in order to do this moſt 
| effectually, and to ſilence both its ſtill 

Voice and its loudeſt Outcries, and to pre- 
vent it for ever from awakning and turning 
an Accuſer; there are many in theſe Days 
of Liberty of Conſcience, ſhall I fay, or 
rather Liberty without Conſcience, ho 
openly and daringly affirm, that Virtue and 
Vice have no real Diſtinction, but are onl 
Names, which the Clergy give to ſuch. 
Things as pleaſe or diſpleaſe them: And 
that Heaven. and Hell have no other Being, 
but only in the Minds a e and | 
5 NY Tn 1 F 


Thus they both widen nd ſmooth he 25 
ay to all Manner of Enormities; cancel 

M "Obligations to Piety and Virtue; and 

endeayour to bring Men to think, that they 

can have no other Inducements to the Prac- 

tice 8 virtuous and laudable Actions, oe 
| What 


C 

„what their private Views, of their, narrow 

EIT IO, Ml: OLI 
ta- a 0 | « 1 


ze By theſe Means all — 1 ; 
and publie Spiritedneſs, the greateſt Orna- 
mente, as well as the greateſt Advantages of 
\. human Life, together with the raviſhing 
Hopes, which the Proſpect of a glorious 
Immortality infpires, are deadened and al- 
oſt - tally! extinguiſh'd, and Men are 
brought to entertain low and degrading 
Thoughts: of the Dignity of human Na- 
. ture; and 1 conclude, with the Valup- 
„Warp, in the Book of Wiſdom, that we arg 
born at all Adventures, and ſball he bereat+ 
ter: as if ue had never been dur Bodies 
Pall be turn'd into Aſtes, and our oy 
TRE) Of 1 | 


And then, aa natural cen mas "Ur | 
— they reſalve to give a Loaſe to their 
Licentious Appetites, ſaying, Came let us 
enjoy, without any Reſtraint, the good 
Things that are ; Jet! all Serioufheſs 
2 Minds, and let our 
only "a pI be, to eat Knee ee 
| Kur? IN en ; 


. | » 
® (371 | Nom, 
mY 5 
5 


43s > & 
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\ 


ee, ronfidering what has been fad, 
may we not juſtly tear, that God will viſit 


for theſe, Things, and that bis Soul will be 


ae e fic @ wicked Nation as ours *? 
Can we imagine that God, who is of purer 


Eyes than to behold Iniquity, and will in 


nv wiſe clear the Guilty, will not return our 
Iniquities upon our Heads? For our Crimes 


| are ſuch open, ſuch 'avow'd Indipnities and 


Aﬀeotits to the Sacred Majeſty of Almighty 


God, ſuch Contempts and Abuſes of his 


Autherity, ſuch daring Inſults of his Pow- 
er, that the great King of Heaven and 
Earth will not, nor cannot bear with them: 
They are a ſort of Challenge to awaken 
his Vengeance, to exert his Omnipotence, 


to vindicate his Honour; they are enough 


to arm all Nature againſt us, and to force 


the Almighty to pour upon us the Vials of 
his Wrath, 5 | 10 on | , 


1 9 


Goc has hitherts, notwithſtanding theſes 


£& . 
a. | 


cout ttyilig” Proyocations, moſt graciouſly 


preſerv'd! Us: But if we till continue to 
provoke him, we ſhall find, to our Sorrow, 


that he only. preſery' d us to make our De- 


ſtruction the more remarkable and amazing 


when it comes; dealing with us, as he did 
"ae ; 2 * 2. 4 W N 


with 


., 4 , 
| 1 4 to 

* * t x „ . 
# # dos 3 >, * : — . * . 


. Freemiab v. 9. 


— 


„ - 
with bis choſen' People, the Fews ; when af- 


ter various Diſpenſations of Mercies and 


Judgments, they at laſt were not reform'dby 
the preaching of the Son of God himſelf ; 
God gave their City, the City of Feruſa- 


lem, to be ſack d and burnt by the Roman 


egions, their glorious Temple to be ut- 
1 demoliſh d, their Polity to be diſſolv d, 
and their whole Country to be inyolv'd in 
one Common Ruin; the People of that 
Nation remaining to this Day, as they now 

have done for near 1700 Vears, living Mo- 
numents of God's avenging Juſtice upon a 


People, whom neither Mercies nor Judg- 


ments could reclaim, 


— 


Now ſince God is no Reſpector of either 


Nations or Perſons ; ſince the ſame Cauſes 


Wõll be attended with the fame Effects, and 


the Sins and Iniquities of any People, if 
not timely repented of, will in the End 


moſt certainly prove their Ruin, it becomes 


us, eſpecially at this Time, when we are 
engag d in a dangerous War, ſeriouſly to 
look into our Ways, in order to diſcover the 
Source from whence theſe Waters of Bit- 
terneſs, this Deluge of Iniquity takes: its 
Riſe, that we may thereby both prevent its 


ipreading farther, and allo be prevail'd with 


to humble ourſelves for our paſt 'Tranſgref- 


_ 


. 


. 


orginal Cauſe, 


E n 
ions; as the fareſ Way to engage Al- 
ighty God to turn from his fierce Wrath, 


avert hisJudgments, and pardon our Crying 


Sins: And, till all this is done, it will be in 
vain to expect. that God will ſend his Bleſ- 


a our penn en 


And firſt, nes abs the cas W's 4 


2 often goes a great way to the 


every one, wWho fincerely deſires 


to late a Stop pu t to the Practiſe of theſe 


pas I © abide we ſo juſtly com- 
d. offt be . to find out their 2 


„ Mow: whilſt we e behold Senſuality ind | 


Lewdneſs, Irreligion and Atheiſm reign fo I 
'  daringly without any effectual Contronl, 
ve muſt conclude, the chief, tho perhaps 


not the ſole Cauſe to be, either a Want __ 

Laws to ſuppreſs them, or a ä 
in the due and effectual Execution of them: : 
For tis the Obſeryation of 'Solomon, becauſe 
Sentence againſt an evil Work is not executed 
\ ſpeedily, 7 the Hearts of the Sons of 
Men are fully fet in them to do WER . 


By Reaſon of che Want of Diſcipline * 


8 Bel vili, 11; 


ce Chutch., we ae bechmt like the: Fs. 


1736.1 ; | 


Aan doth. that anbiab ig right in his own 


Eyes, Ecclefiaſtical Diſcipline is that Mount 


and Bank; which, prevents the Overflowings 
of Ungodlineſs; And as where a.Sea-Bank is 


either a wanting, or not kept in Repair, the 


Waters will unayoidably overflow and de- 
luge the Country; ſo whoever: undertakes 


to reſtrain the immoral Practices of Men, 


without firſt reſtoring Church- Diſcipline, 
will go upon as impracticable a Scheme, as 


he would do, who ſhould endeavaur to keep 


the Waters in their pr 
out repairing the Ban 


Floods have made a Br each. 1 Wo. 
I I foreſee that it will he here objected, that 


this is not poſſible to be effected, it appear- 


ing from the Commination Office, that: the 


Want of Diſcipline has been long com- 


E and; that, . 7 the. reſtoring of it 
Has been the earneſt Wiſh and Deſice of all 
good Men, ever ſince the Reformation, yet 


has it been, on the other Hand; as much the 


Tetror and Averſion of the bad, and there- 
fore ſo long as the latter are more numerous 
and potent than the former, which is cer- 


tainly our Caſe at preſent, there appears to 
be little or no Hopes of any farther Refor- 


mation: Nay, we ſeem to be in more Dan- 


ger 


thro' which the 


\ 
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ber of leſidg ibe little Diſpipline we we, 
than to have any encouraging Hopes of 


Len wo or OY wh _— 
n. A 


0 T0 this I vob; that Things are oli 
judg'd impracticable, when they really are 
not ſo; and, till we —— our utmoſt 
Efforts to help forward a Reformation, we 
N not to judge it impoſſible. It has 

very often ſaid, that to ſuppteſs, or 
even effecually reſtrain Curſing and Swear- 
ing in the Soldiery, either by Land or Sea, 
is what cannot be done, and yet there are 
two plain Inſtances to the — _ 
1 1 mention. A 


'T he Soldiers in hs Colt-Stream agi. 
when: under the Command of Gene- 
111 Monk, were ſeldom known ever to ſwear 
an Oath: It ha pen'd, that as a Gentle- 
man, from whoſe Mouth I had this Rela- 
tion, was going to make the General a Viſit, 
the Soldier, who ſtood Sentinel at the Ge- 
neral's Door, rapt out an Oath; upon which 
the Gentleman, after he had paid his Com- 
pliments to his Excelleney, told him, that 
be found the Cold- Stream Regiment now 
began to ſwear, as well as the other Soldiers. 
Upon which the General made Anſwer - 


; Pray 


at your Excellency 
Fovore a great Oath: U pon this the General 


3: Service, when Mr. Daggett, late Miniſter 


Ship, of which the Marquis of Carmar- 
then, afterwards Duke of Leeds, was Com- 
mander. The Marquis, as Mr. Daggett 


him, and acquainted them, that he expected 


ta 


Pray! 8ic, . how does that ap 


et; fan 
now on bet 
s Door, as I. came by, 


ſent his Servant — to order one 
Major Miller, then on Duty, to come to 
him, to whom he gave this ſtrict Charge: 
Take the Sentinel that is upon Duty at my 


Door, who, as Tam inform d, has juſt now r 


ſwore an Oath, and puniſh him according 
to the Nature of his Offence, and after that 
caſhire him: And then, at the Head of the 
Regiment declare, that it is my determin'd 


| Reſolution, to break every Officer who 


hears a Soldier ſwear, and does not ſeverely 


puniſh him for it: After this, neither Offi- 


cer nor Soldier in the Cold - Stream Regi- 
ment was ever heard to ſwear a prophane 
Oath 9 _ of that N 


3 Inftance 1 tall give in the Sts: 


of Birmingham, was made Chaplain to the 


told me himſelf, carry'd him upon the 
Deck, and call'd all the Ship's Crew before 


that 


that the ſhould behave themſelves with all 
due to their Chaplain; and that 
which of them ſoever ſhould prophanely 
curſe or ſwear, or be guilty of any Enor- 
mity, upon Complaint thereof made by the 
Chaplain. to him, he would puniſh ſuch 
Offender in the moſt exemplary Manner: 

Which had ſo good an Effect, that tho the 


Marquis himſelf, as all People know, was' | 


not the moſt. regular in his own Conduct, 


yet, with Regard to the Crew, there was 


not a more regular Ship faild upon the 


— * 


14 plainly appears from hence; that tio 


bring about a Reformation, is by no Means 
an impoſſible Thing: It may be attended 
with great Difficulties, but by none ſo 
great, but which may, by Application, In- 

and Perſeverance, be ſurmounted : 
And what can more deſerve our induſtrious 
Purſuit, than an Affair of ſo great Concern- 
ment, both to our temporal and eternal 
| Intereſt, ; | | "I 


Let us not then fay,- there 7s a Lyon in. 
the Way, nor call that impoflible, which is 
only difficult; but let us uſe our utmoſt 
Induſtry to procure ſo deſirable a Bleſſing: 
Let us not content ourſelves with declaim- 


— 4 — 


ing 
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ing in general againſt the 1 Er | 
x 12 bat let us Se 

of us are to- do in order to remove this 
Load of Iniquity from our Land, and pre- 
vent our impending Ruin: And as all of 
us have hy our Sins contributed to provoke 
Almighty God, fo let every one of us by 
our n ee endeavour to apps him. 


hs order to dhe be each one conſider the 
Plague of his own Heart, that accurs'd 
Thing; which, like- Achan's of | 
troubles our Jrael, drives away our P eace! 
— makes God forſake us: Let every one 
before his own Door, and then the 
— Street will be clean ; this ie _— 
9 indiſpenſable o_ | Y 


But mots he, atv ir higher Wee 5 


and more eſpecially ſuch as are inveſted 
with Authority, are not to content them- 
ſelves with only the Reformation of their 
. own Lives, but are oblip'd to uſe their 
| Intereſt and Authority to bring about 4 
National Reformation, by taking Care to 
have the Laws againſt Immorelity and Pro- 
phaneneſs ſtrictly and conſcientiouſly put 3 
Execution; and, where any Deficiency is 

obſerwd, to ſollicite the Legiſlature for the 
5 eng8ting New Laws, and foch as eme | 

5 * 


f N 
effectually bring about the ſo much wanted 
Reformation amongſt us, ö 


But above all, the Prieſts and Miniſters of 
the Lord ſhould faſt and pray, and put up 
their moſt ſolemn Interceſſions to Almighty 
God in Behalf of this ſinful Land; beſeech- 
ing God to ſpare his People, and not to give 
up his Heritage to Reproach*: They ſhould, 
like Aaron, with a truly religious Zeal, and 
fervent Devotion, ſtand betwixt the Sound 
and the Infected, to turn away God's fierce 
Anger from this Nation. | 


' "Thoſe of them eſpecially, whoſe high 
Stations in the Church give them frequent 
Opportunities of approaching the Throne, 
| ought, like pious Queen Eſther, to make 

Supplication to his Sacred Majeſty, for the 
more effectual Reſtoration of Eccleſiaſtical 
Diſcipline, even tho', like her, they might 
be apprehenſive that ſuch their Supplication 
might be attended with ſome perſonal Dan- 
ger or Diſadvantage, which yet I cannot 
ſee they have any Reaſon to be apprehen- 
five of; but may rather comfortably hope 
that, upon a proper, ſubmiſſive, and earneſt 

Application, his Moy, who is the 2 * 
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enn 


Autre ef aur Faith, . 4 


mote a Chriſtian Practice, ſutable to the 


Purity of that Faith, of which he is the 


Defendet; and, in order to that, will give 
Leave for the Convration to meet, and enter 
upon proper Methods for the more effectual 
Puniſhment of Wickednefs and Vice, and 
- the Maintenance of true Religion and Vir- 
tue. To this we may be encourag'd, by 
what we find his Majeſty, at the Solicitation 


of the Preſbytery of that Kirk, has aQually 
* for the Kirk of Scotland. | 


And we have more Reaſon to "WD for all 
this at this preſent Juncture, than we have 
had for many Years paſt: Since we have 

the Happineſs to behold two Perſons plac d 


in the higheſt Stations of the Church and 


State, viz. bis Grace of Canterbury, and 
the Lord High Chancellor, who have al- 
ways ſhew'd themſelves forward to encou- 


rage ever 7 good Deſign to promote the 
Glory 0 


this Church and Nation; and who are as 
much diſtinguiſh'd by their ſhining Quali- 


"fications, as they are by the Height of 
their Stations: The former of which, as he 
is ſingularly eminent for every Chriſtian _ 
Grace, ſo is he at the fame Time a Perſon 


of ſo much Candour, Good Nature,and Afe 
| | Ability, 


W 1 


God, and = real Welfare of 


* La - 


* * 


11 


* 


fability, that the meaneſt Clergyman may 


have a 182810 eaſy Acceſs to him; as well as 
of ſuch extenſive Learning and profound 
Knowledge, as to enable him with Eaſe to 
ſolve the moſt difficult Caſes, about which 


any of the Clergy may have Occaſion to 


conſult him: Of all which none can be 
ignorant, who know and reflect with how 
univerſal an Applauſe his Grace for many 


Years filbd the Divinity-Chair in the Uni- 


verſity of Oxford: We may therefore ſay, 
with regard to his Grace's Advancement to 
the higheſt Station in the Church of Eng- 
land, what the Queen of Sheba ſaid, with 
regard. to Solomon's being plac'd on the 
Throne of Iael, becauſe God loud the - 


Church of England, therefore did he advance 


thee to be its Metropolitan. 


Now what may we, nay, what may we 


not expect under the auſpicious Conduct of 
ſuch a Leader; eſpecially when we have 


further Reaſon to hope, that his Grace may 


obtain, in ſo laudable an Undertaking, the 


Concutrence of that other Eminent Per- 
Ton, who is next in Dignity to him, and 
whoſe perſonal Qualifications. render him 
in every Reſpect equal to the High and 
Honourable Station in which Providence 


| hath _ him, i, as a very ingenious 


* * Author 


141 


© Author has lately obſery'd,: “ univerſal 
Knowledge, conſummate Prudence and 
Experience, and unaffected Piety and 
© Zeal for Religion, can render him ſuch?” 


Let not then any, who wiſh well to, 
and ſincerely defire a National Reforma- 
tion, deſpair of effecting it; but let the 
comfortable Proſpect that we have of ſuch 
powerful Aſſiſtance, be a Counterballance 
to the Oppoſition that may be expected 
'from wicked Men; and the greater the 

Oppoſition is, the greater in Proportion let 
ear Vigour and Zeal be; * by that 
Means the Difficulties we may meet with 
in ſtemming the Iniquity of the Times, 
will be ſo far from cooling our Zeal, or 

' abating our Courage, that they will rather 

. Taiſe our Spirits and. animate us with more 
Fervor, Bravery and Conſtancy to accom- - 
pliſh an End, which will be the moſt highly 

- conducive to both our preſent and future 


For let the prophane or world! y-wiſe 

| Politicians think never ſo much to the con- 
d dee the Contempt of the Clergy eonſider'd, Page 65. 
A Book which, in my humble Opinion, deſerves to bo 


ſeriouſly perus'd by every true Son of the Church of Enge 
lard, but elpecially by Her Clergy, OT 


1 45] 


crary, ſure Lam, that nothing-in the End 
will be found ſo effectually to ſecure to us 
our Civil Freedom, as our Religious Ser- 
vice; nothing preſerve to us the excellent 
Laws of our Land, ſo much as our ſincere 
Obedience to the Laws of God; and no- 
thing ſo much inſure to us the Reform'd 
Religion, as the Reformation of our Lives 
and Converſation. 


And therefore all wile Governments have 
eyer thought it the higheſt Point of Wiſdom 
to encourage, cheriſh and promote Piety and 

Virtue, Purity of Faith, and ſound Prin- 
ciples, as the ſureſt Props whereby to with- 
hold the Civil State from declining : Theſe 
ſettle the Body Politic in a ſound and dura- 
ble State of Health, and firmly cement all 
its Parts; and, when deeply rooted in the 
Minds of the People, are a better Safeguard 
to any Nation than Fleets and Armies ; 
and all worldly Policy, compar'd to Reli- 
gion, is mere Weakneſs and Folly, 


For alas! kim eaſily can Aljnighty God. 
at any Time baffle 8 Counſels Hh the 
e Abithophel, turn the Cunning of 
the craftieſt Politicians into Folly, and 
make the very Methods they took for 


—G— 


their 
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Heir Security, prove the denn Means G 
their Oycrthrow? | 


On the other Hand, he can bring about 
the Safety of thoſe who firmly truſt in 
him by the moſt unlikely Methods, out of 
Weakneſs create Strength, make One chaſe 


2 Thouſand, and Two put ten Thouſand to 
oe FF 


And now fince it is fo, what can be the 
Reaſon that we are fo backward to implore 
. the'Divine Aid and Aſſiſtance? If we fay, 
that without it we have ſufficient Counſel. 
and Strength for the War, it may be juſtly 
Aid to us what by Rabſbakeb was ſaid to 
 » the'Fews, They are but vain Words d. If þ 
= we ay we truſt in our powerful Allian- 
des, cho theſe were ſtronger than they ap- 
pear to be, yet, without the Divine Bleſ- 
ting, what the fame Rab/bateb faid to He- 
Zekiah truſting on Ægypt, may be as appli- 
cable to them, Thou fruſteth on the Staff of 
this bruiſed, Reed, even upon 5b on 
wohich if a man lean it will go into bis Hand 
und pierce it: If we ſay, that we truft in 
the Lord aur God, no doubt, if he is on our 
1 


b Dent. xxxii. 30. * 2. Kings xviii, 20, Cc. 


11 


„we need not fear what the moſt pows 
ſh of the Sons of Men can do againſt us, 


But then let us conſider ; Is. not that He, 
whoſe Holy Places and whoſe Altars we 
have ſhamefully _ is d and prophan'd ? 15 
not that He, againſt whoſe Holy Laws we 
have for many Years lived, and {till do live, 
in open Contempt and Rebellion ? 


Now as Almighty God is a conſuming 
Fire, and is fo far from granting his * 
able Protection to impenitent Sinners, t 
he viſits the Iniguities of the' Fathers _ 
their Children, - to the third and fourth Ge- 
eration; ſo we muſt not expect that he 
will proſper our Arms, or grant Succeſs to our 


Plleets and Armies, till we repent of or turn 


_ - from our Crying Abominations: Let us all 
therefore ſeverally and jointly, in Private 
and in Public, follow the pious Directions 


given in his Majeſty's Royal Proclamation, 
And as we tender the Favour of Almigh 


God, and would avoid his Wrath and Indig- 
nation, © humble ourſelves before him, in 
order to obtain Pardon for all our Sins; and 
© in the moſt devout and folemn Manner, 
* ſend our Prayers and Supplications to the 
Divine Majeſty. for averting thoſe heavy 
e Judgment which our manifold Sins and 


2 Pro- 


"#1 


* Prorocations have moſt july deſerved; 


© Then, and not till then, may we hope 


12 and humbly expect, God will ſend 
is Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance on our Arms, 


© and reſtore Safety, Peace and Froperty to 
< this Kingdom“ 


Indeed it eds 1 a very W Pro- 
ſpect to every ſincere Chriſtian to behold at 


this Time ſo little Seriouſneſs amongſt us; 


ſo few laying the great Danger we are in 
to Heart: But, inſtead of applying to God 
With fervent and devout Prayers both in 

Private and Public, and beſeeching him to 


proſper us in our Fleets and Armies, we 
ſeem by our Conduct rather to ſay; What 
is the Almighty that we" ſhould ſerve bim? 


Or what Profit ſhall ue have if we pray 
unto bim? Our Play-houſes continue to be 


much 2 — than our Churches: 


We chant to the Sound of the Viol, and in- 
vent to oufſelves Iiſtruments of Mufic; We 


drink Wine in Bowls, and anoint ourſelves 
with the chief” Ointments, but are not grieved 


- for the Aflictions of Joſeph *. ', Like the 


rebellious 1/raelites, even whilſt the Lord i i : 


ſhaking his Rod over us, and calling us 


V. * to wp fo Balaneſs, — * 


1 : Girding 


"© Job xi. 15: E Amor vi. 5, 6, 


. 
Girding . with Sackcloth; brbold Foy and 
Gladneſs, ſlaying Oxen and Rit ling Sheep, 
eating Fleſh: and drinking Wine. 


* 
As then we are thus Partakers with the 
2 in their Guilt, we have juſt Rea- 

on to fear that we · hall alſo be Sharers with 
them in their Puniſhment, and that our 


niguity, no more than theirs, ſhall not be 


purg d from us, at leaſt without a ſincere 
and ſpeedy Repentance, both National and 


And now conſidering ſeriouſly the Dan- 
ger that threatens us from our Crying Sins, 
and that there is no other Way to eſcape 
it, but by breaking of our Tranſgreſſions 
by Repentance, and reconciling ourſelves to 
mighty God, 20 alone can ſave in Time 
of Need, we muſt appear inexcuſably neg- 
ligent both of our. temporal and eternal In- 
tereſt, - if we continue impeaitent : If we 
purſue. our wicked Courſes we ſhall be falſe 
to God, ourſelves, and the Church and Na- 
tion of which we are Members; and as we 
| fhall be the moſt guilty, ſo our Guilt will 
find us out. at laſt, and make us one of the 
moſt vreebel Nations under Heaven, 


- 


WEE 
God indeed has been hitherto very gra- 
cious and long ſuffering towards us, and ſo 
he was-for a long Time to the Fes: But 
when at laſt he found that there were no 
 Hopesof their Amendment and Reforma- 
tion; 1 that, as St. Luke ſpeaks, they re- 
jected the Council of God towards them *, 
and were neither by Judgments nor by 
Mercies to be led to Repentance, he the 
brought upon them a Judgment worthy * 
God, and ſuch as their repeated Provoca- 
tions had long called for: The Romans 
_ cloſely beſieged them without, and the 
Plague, Peſtilence and Famine fy them 
away within; and to ſhew how God infa- 
tuates a People, when ripe for Deſtruction, 
they were even then the moſt divided into 
Factions and Animoſities againft one an- 
other, when their common Safety did re- 
quire them to be t 2 united. 4 


Now theſs Thin D PO them fr 5 
Examples, 2 140 e for our Ad- 
monition ©. And as there are many Inſtarices 
in all Ages, beſides this of the Jes which 
I have mention d, of Gods infficting judi- 

cial Blindneſs and Infatuation upon a fin- 
fi ul People, by which * have been led 
into 


eu, wii; 307 £3. ce. x. 1 
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into ſuch fooliſh Councils, and weak Enter- 
IZES, as have directly tended to their utter 


Ruin, without ſeeing it themſelves, tho 
others: moſt plainly did, and. often wy 


warn'd ther of it, 


80 it becomes us at this Time to take 
Warning by ſuch fatal Follies and Miſcar- 
riages of others, leſt we alſo provoke God 
70 our Sins to deliver us up to the like Blind- 
neſs and Stupidity; and to hide from us, in 
this our Day, the Things which make for 
our Peace. The only Way to prevent 
this is unfeignedly to repent, and humble 
ourſelves for our manifold Sins and heinous 
Provocations; And by our Zeal in the Ser- 
vice of God, Religious Faſtings, and devout 
Prayers to endeayour to ſtand in thoſe 
Gaps, and repair thoſe Breaches, which our 
Crying Sins have made in the Walls of our 


5 Feruſalem. 


Nor muſt this be done only 2 two or 
three religious and devout Perſons; nor in 
Private only, but alſo in Public; nor by 
one dect and Party alone, but by the whole 
Nation and Kingdom: For as the Conta- | 


| $0. is r and ſpreads itſelf an 


2 xix, 42; 


68 7 8 


7 

; 4 all Orders and Dede end x3 the Guile 
3 is eniverſal, and lile the Oyl poured on Aaron's 
Head, which went down to the Skirts of his 
3 Cloathing ©, ſo this Leproſy of Iniquity has 
x ſeized on High and Low, Rich and Poor, 
one with another; and therefore in. 3 
to have our Humiliation effectual for 
removal of our Guilt and W 88 it 
td —_— to be as univerſal. - - 


e as our r Repentance we Hundliation 
N to be thus univerſal, ſo ought we to 
enter upon it with all Speed, and without 
the leaſt Delay; that ſo the Meſſenger for 
our Protection may be ſwiſter than the 

Meſſenger for out Deſtruction; the Angel 

of God's Fuſtice, who tho according to the 

eus, he flies only with one Wing, yet 
having been a long Time called upon by 
our e we have Reaſon to 
fear that he is nigh at Hand, and ready to 
ſtrike, if not recalled 25 our Sorrow and 

f Repentance | 


In 2 Word, i 4 Ng cat Jefitous 

to proſper in gur Ele and Armies, Jet us 
+ demean- ountelyes 0 5 110 deſerve the Fa- 
1 vour and Protection "of Heaven: Let pv 4 


e Plalw'exxxili. 2 3 


£53) 


plous Chriſtian; by which Means be will 
the mot effectually promote, fo far as he is 

ble in his private Station, the Good of his 
= ay : And tho! his dutiful Behaviour 

may be = 0 far out · balanced by the Sitis and 
g Iniquitles of others, and the Meaſure of 
our Iniquity being full, he cannot ſtop the 
avenging Hand of God, nor hinder his 

_- Judgments from falling on this ſinful 
Land; tho like Noah, Daniel and Jobs be 


dax neither deliver Som wer Daughter” yet, 


his Comfort will be, "at GEM arts 
er | | | 
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